The pupil response to E-10-hydroxynortriptyline in rabbits with ocular sympathetic paresis.
E-10-hydroxynortriptyline, a metabolite of nortriptyline with half the norepinephrine re-uptake blocking potency of the parent drug, but only 5% of its anticholinergic effect, was as effective as cocaine in demonstrating ocular sympathetic paresis. In five rabbits with unilateral superior cervical ganglionectomies, bilateral 5% cocaine HCl or E-10-hydroxynortriptyline maleate eye drops increased (P less than 0.001) the mean +/- SE anisocoria at 1 h by 1.84 +/- 0.03 mm or 2.16 +/- 0.33 mm, respectively. A single drop of E-10-hydroxynortriptyline did not alter corneal thickness or endothelial cell count.